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\Hoven I may have ſaid nothing 
' more in what is here offered 
to the Publick than many knew be- 
fore, yet perchance (lecing the preſent 
State of our Affairs in the Eaſ and 
Weſt Indies) ſome may find Matter 
in it worthy of Obſervation, which, 
till the late Diſcoveries, they did not 
think were of ſo much Conſequence 


as to take up any Part of their At- 
tention, 


A2 There 


iv The PREFACE. 


Therefore, all that can be ſaid by 
way of Apology for this Publication 
is, If the Facts here brought for- 
ward are truly ſtated, it may ſerve to 
help others to make eaſier Concluſions 
from them, and at the ſame Time 
refreſh the Memories of Men of ſu- 
perior Genius, whoſe greater Affairs 

might not permit them to keep ſuch 
MEMORANDUMSs. 5 
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118 MA JESTY's admirable Wiſdom 
and his Fatherly Affection for the Wel- 
are of his Subjects have been ſo conſpicuous 


for more than Twenty ſeven Years, that we 


ought juſtly to be accounted one of the moſt 


ungrateful People in the World, ſhould We 
ever fail in our Duty and Acknowledgment 
of the Bleſſings we enjoy under the Govern- 
ment of ſo good and amiable a Prince *. 


The 


The Writer heard with the greateſt Satisfaction what was - 
—y the other Day, . e. Their firm Re- 


ſalution of ſtanding by and ſupporting the preſent Royal Family 
and the Rights and Priviledges of the Britiſb Nation, in Oppoſi- 
tion to any that ſhould dare to attempt to deſtroy them; and that 
if needful, they would ſpend their laſt Shilling in ſo glorious a 


Cauſe: and that Men were greatly miſtaken who weakly think 
the Nation is unable to maintain a War. — And this, ſays an 
| old Britih Nobleman, we deſire all the World ſhould know. 


. - 
*." 
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The univerſal T alk of War, and the Ocz | 
caſion of it, would certainly make a Man ap- 
pear ſtupid f ſhould he attempt to diſpute that 
our Miniſters will in the leaſt be wanting (un- 
der the Direction of fo mild and gracious a 
Royal Maſter) to aſſert the juſt Rights of the 
Imperial Crown of Great Britain, whereſo- 
ever they ſhall find it attacked, either in 
Home Britain or in the Eaſt or Weſt Indies, 
let the invading Prince be ever ſo great and 
potent; and that naturally leads us to con- 
clude, they will with the ſame Spirit be as 
watchful to ſupport our Trade and Naviga- 
tion againſt any Attempt that may be made 
to deſtroy either one or the o tber. 

This being our happy Situation at Home 
at this Critical Conjuncture, which cannot 
but be extremely pleaſing to every Loyal and 
Faithful Briton. — Still as ſome give out, 
that our Taxes are already ſo grievous that 
we are unable to maintain a War, and that 
it would be more adviſeable to accept of the 
beſt Terms we can get, than to enter into 


one with fo crafty and fo politick an Enemy | 


as that we are likely to meet with. 1 
ſhall therefore undertake to ſhew the Falſe- 
hood of this Aſſertion, for two Reaſons, 
Firſt, Should this Boctrine be belieyed by 
our Enemy abroad, it muſt neceſſarily make 
him the more unwilling to do that Juſtice 
which the Nation has a Right to demand. 


me Se- 


„ „ N 


. Such a Belief will make the Peo- 
ple at Home very uneaſy and impatient even 
o far as to make them apprehenſive of our 
being upon the Eve of ceaſing to be a Free 
People. We hope our Countrymen have had 
Experience enough of Negotiating : Witneſs 
what happened in the Reign of James I; 
wWhilſt we were ſo employed, the Emperor 

ſtripped the poor unfortunate King of Bohe- 
nia of all his Dominion. 
But. before L enter upon the Enquiry as 
to thoſe who are moſt affected by the Taxes, 
this L am aſſured for a Truth, that the Peo- 
ple would rather pay much more, than ſtand 
by and ſee our Nation tamely ſubmit to any 
Inſults, from what Quarter ſoever, without 
properly reſenting it, becoming a Free and 


Warlike People; hopeing THRO T THE BIESs-— 


SING or HEAven, by making ſuch Stands, 
not only to reap from it great and laſting 
Advantages to theſe Kingdoms in reſpect to 
Wealth, but above all the further Security 
of the Proteſtant Religion and our Liberty 

| and Properties in Times to come upon a more 
ſolid and laſting Foundation. 
To proſecute therefore What I p 
ſhall proceed to conſider the whole Body poſt, 
the People under theſe Six Claſſes, I. The 
Landed Men; II. The Clergy; III. The Mer- 
_ Chants, IV. The Manufacturers; V. The 
* z and, VI. The e Nee. | 


Fmsr, 8 


naue 


— — LE 


2 — > 
1 
1 
1 r — 2 


p 
- 
EO WIPER" nr Eee 2 rg 2 


Dr 
v4 RISE > > A * Re FP. 


-— 
* 7 


8 


OY 
= . 
— 
„rr 
. .. r map * , RE 


EA A 


1 n eee 


1 * 

 Firsr, The Landed Men, it is true, have 
in Time of War been taxed 4 Shillings in the *' 
Pound, and which by the Way they have 
generally paid without repining, when they 
were ſatisfied the Neceſlities of the State re- 
quired it. — But it is to be remembered, that 
tho' the Tax is called Four Shillings in the 
Pound, it is very well Known that in ſeveral 
Parts of England the Land is not even then 
rated at Two Shillings in the Pound, what- 
ever it may be in London and ſome of the 


Counties round it. Now, for Argument 


fake, ſuppoſe, as in this Caſe, ſhould the full 
Four Shillings in the Pound be paid, is not 
the Land theirs for ever? does it not belong 
to them to defend it? —— for this is not a 
Quarrel of Ambition and Humour, but to 
aſſert the Nation's juſt Rights in the moſt eſ⸗ 


ſential Part; for ſhould our Enemy prevail 


in conquering and deſtroying our Settlements 


in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, how long will 
 Homt BRITAIN be free from thoſe Inya- 


ders? — I ſhudder at the very Thoughts of 
it, — and therefore make no Doubt of the 
Readineſs of the Landed Men, to aſſiſt on ſo 
arduous an Occaſion; for if otherwiſe, Gop 
knows who may become Poſſeſſors of their 
Lands, and conſequently in ſuch a Confuſion 
the glorious Names of FREEMEN and FREE 


HOLDERS Will be ſoon buried in the Ruins 
of their Country. 


St- 
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e The Clergy, ſome ſay, have a 
8 to complain of the Land Tax, becauſe 
they are only Tenants for Life; this I can 
by no Means agree to, nor do L believe thoſe 


Reverend Genter deſire to be free from 


paying any Land Tax, when they ſee the 
Cauſe of their Country requires it; but I 
tuppoſe and hope the Aſſeſſors and Commiſ- 
ſioners take their Caſes into Conſideration 
when the Tax is laid, remembering their Si- 
tuation, and that their Condition is not up- 
on a Foot with the Hereditary Freehol ders: 
— and here I muſt obſerve, to the Honour 
of the Clergy of the Church of England, that 
no Body of Men whatever are more ready to 
contribute towards the Support of the Tem- 
poral Government than they are in Time of 
Need, well knowing that if our happy Con- 
Ritution ſhould be deſtroyed (which HEAVEN 
of its infinite Mercy avert) that of our holy 
Religion muſt at- the lame Tia * penn with 
it. 

Tuk pix, The * 3 may at firſt View 
hk the Dutics burthenſome that are laid 
upon the Imports and Exports, and that 
War is extremely hurtful to them, by inter- 
rupting their Commerce abroad; which I 


agree is in ſome Meaſure true; ad 1t would 


be well if the Neceſſities of the State did not 
require it. As to the Reſtraint on Trade, 
by Loſſes in Time of War, I anfwer, The 


Price of the Commodity chat comes in ſafe 
3 | ſells | 
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ſells of Cours NE. which in ſome Sort 


makes Amends for the Loſs, and that the Du=- 
ty paid is always conſidered with Intereſt in 


the Sale of the Goods to them that buy them, 


Add to this, which 1 believe no Body will 
deny, — If there ſhould be a War, it will be 
under ta Ren to protect our Settlements abroad, 

and to get reſtored what has been unjuſtly 
fevered from them, either in Peace or War; 
in which are included that of ſupporting our 


Trade and Navigation in the moſt ſenſible 


Parts: For, ſurely, it cannot be denyed that 
the Merchants are highly concerned in the 
Event, eſpecially if it be true what has been 
lately aſſerted, that our Trade to the Meſt 


Indies only amounts to no lefs than Four 
Millions Eight Hundred Thouſand Pounds 


yearly; and by that Branch no leſs than 
300000 Seamen are employed. — In ſhort, I 


think it uſeleſs to ſpeak further, as to the 


Merchants, becauſe former Experience has 
ſhewed that none of their Fellow Subjects 


have been more ready to aſſiſt with their 


Purſes * and Perſons whenever any Attempt 

has been made to infringe on the Rights and 

1 of theſe Sy than my} ſo 
there 


* Witneſs the Readineſs of the late Sir Theodore Fanfſen and 
other eminent Merchants to aſſiſt the Government, when they 


| were diſtreſſed during the Wars in the Reigns of the late King 


William and Queen Ann: And the ſame glorious Zeal to ſup- 
port the Public Credit was ſhewn by the He HE of this great 
City in the late — 


. 1 
there is no Doubt, ſhould their Aid be again 
requeſted, they will as readily aſſiſt with the 
ſame Leal as heretofore, _ 

Foukxruary, The Mechanicks or 1 Man fac 
turers; theſe may ſuffer by Duties on Coals 
and Candles, eſpecially thoſe who are obliged - 
to make long Days-work in the Winter, and 
perform it by Fire; and even in thoſe Caſes 
I believe it will be allowed they make them 
ſelves Amends by raiſing the Prices of their 
Labour. As to Exciſe upon Liquor, 

which is called the GREAT ONE, is not a 
very grievous Tax, nor that of Malt and 
Hops, being the only expenſive Ingredients 
from which it is made; yet it is to be re- 
marked; that the Two- Peny Pot before the 
additional Exciſes were laid on was not much 
above a fourth Part bigger than the Thee 
halfpeny Pot is now * ; And for the additios 
nal Duty on Small Beer, it is fo inconſider- 8 
able as ſcarce to be worth mentioning. 
But ſappoſing they ſhould for a Time ſuffer 
ſome further Inconveniencies by a War, is it 
not the Duty of the meaneſt of his Majeſty 1 3 
Subjects to lend their utmoſt Aſſiſtance in 
Time of Danger in common with their Maſ- 
ters, whoſe Duty and Loyalty there is not 
the leaſt Doubt of; for, to carry it yet ſur- 
ther, ſhould our Enemy prevail, will not our 


. Ma- 


RES, Thoſe Two-Peny E Pots: are now uſed in fr eland, where there 
| is Baule e or no Exciſe. 
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Manufactures be deſtroyed, and our People 
made Slaves to Foreigners? that, I believe, 
will be ſufficient to induce every Man (let 
his Condition be what it will) who wiſhes 
well to his native Country to uſe in his Sta- 
tion his utmoſt Zeal in Defence of it againſt 
her open or ſecret Enemies 
It has been urged, that the Window Tax 
is a large Duty upon thoſe Manufacturers 
who are obliged to have large Houſes to 
carry on their Buſineſs in; to this it is an- 
iwered : There was heretofore a Tax called 
Chimney Money, and that this and other 
Taxes were impoſed at the Time we were 
under a Neceſſity of carrying on a War for 
the Preſer vation of theſe Kingdoms, when 
our Rights and all that was dear to us were 
endeavoured to be ſubverted through the 
Wickedneſs of our Domeſtick as well as the 
Artifice of our Foreign pretended Friends. 
Taking it at the worſt, that we cannot 
by fair Means get Satisfaction for the Inju- 
ries we have ſuffered, and War jhould enfue, 
H Has is rot been found, from former Expe- 
I. |. rience, that though ſome Manufactures have 
= | for the preſent been hurt by it, have not o- 
\F ters been greatly increaſed,” and ſome new 


: ones introduced into the Nation even in the 
1 Time of War? Have we not greatly im- 
proved in the following Manufactures ſince 
6 the Revolution, to wit, that of making fine 
* SGlaſs, Hatts, Paper, Linnen, Wrought 
| 2 8 Silks, 


* 
it 
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Silks, and diverſe other Home- made Goddas 


which we now export in great Quantities, 
that before we were obliged to purchaſe with 


our Money, and bring into England from 
Foreign Countries? Can any One deny the 


Care that his preſent Majeſty and his Royal 
Father always took to encreaſe and preſerve 
our Shipping, the Bulwark of the Nation? 
and it is to be hoped, if Occaſion requires, 


our Enemies will find our Maritime Affairs 


were never in a better Condition than at this 


Day: And muſt not every One own that we 
are greatly indebted to this Royal Attention. 


for it, as well as a prodigious Increaſe of our 
Mercantile Shipping and Trade to the re- 


moteſt Part of the World, and that by the 


Increaſe of the former ? Have'ribt-our Ma 
ters of Ships been employed at Times as the 
common Carriers of Goods for the different 


Nations of Europe? In ſhort, I cannot help 
_ repeating it again, What would not a brave 


and Free People hazard to ſupport the In- 


dependency of theſe Iſlands againſt the * 5 


chinations of a ſecret Enemy? 

FfETHLY, The Sho, pheepers, which are a ve- 
ry large Body of dens Theſe to be ſure, ſay 
ſome, will ſuffer by. a War, particularly 


thro' the Gentry's leſſening their Expences, 
from being obliged to pay additional Taxes; 


and what, ſay they, muſt further add to the 


| Shopkeepers Prejudice, will be that of the 
TORT s keeping their men in the Funds, 


and 
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and by ſuch Means negle& to pay their 
Tradeſmen, and likewiſe make others forbear 


buying ſeveral Things which they would o- 
therwiſe have done, not knowing what Oc- 
caſion they might have for their Money; and 
that by high Duties impoſed on the Goods 
they ſell will encreaſe the Shopheepers Stock 
(if not his Loſs) without that of his Profit 
And laſtly, that the Poor by a War will be 
greatly increaſed, towards whoſe Mainte- 
nance the Shopkeepers muſt contribute very 
largely. As to the Gentry's not buy ing ſo 
much as in Time of Peace, may be true; but 


then others who may be Gainers by the War 


will naturally buy of the Shopkeepers ſeveral 
Things; and that will make ſome Amends. 
And as to Perſons keeping their Money in 
the Funds and negle& paying their Debts, 

the Law will compel them fhould they re- 
fuſe ſo to do. As to the Increaſe of the 
High Duties, this is to be obſerved, that in 
former Wars the Shopkeepers were ſo far from. 
falling off, that it was taken Notice that 
their Shops were better ſtocked than before 
the Wars begun; which is to be accounted 
for no other Way J know of, than either” 
they became more induſtrious, or their Gains 
encreaſed by ſome other Means which they 
conld not come at in Time of Peace. — As 


to the Encreaſe of the Poor, whenever that 


happens in Time of War, it is more owing 
to the Wiltalneſs of ſome Manufacturers, 
when 


the Y. 


when their own falls off, in refuſing to be» 


take themſelves to other Buſineſs, that they 


might be employed in, than to the War; ſo 
that upon the Whole, in reſpect to the Shop- 
leepers, the Taxes certainly are not ſo hurt- 
ſul to them as to deter us from entering into 
a juſt War: On the contrary, I rather be- 
lieve that all the principal Shopheepers in 
theſe Kingdoms would rather we ſhould en- 
ter into one, and contribute as largely to- 
wards the Support of it as any of his Majeſ- 
ty's Subjects, than abate one Jot of our juſt 
Rights, wiſely conſidering, that it is much 
better to contribute a Part, than ſtand bx 

and ſce the Whole ſwallowed up thro' our 
Negligence and Inactivity. "IP 

There is one Matter which I have omits 
ted to mention, The Complaints in reſpect 
to Bankrupcies in Time of War; that if the 
War is concerned in reſpe& to Bankrupts, it 
is but obliquely; for the Loſſes at Sea are the 
Reaſons for very few of them, and thoſe of- 
ten owing to the Hardineſs and Temerity of 
unskilful Traders who make too much haſte 

to grow rich, As to the wealthy Merchants 
Who carry on Foreign Trade, they in Time 
of War act very cautiouſly, contenting theme 
ſelves with {mall Profits with Safety, rather 
than run too great Hazards ; nor do they for- 
get to aſſiſt in the Manner I bave before men- 
tioned: add to that, every one knows how 
readily they contributed in the laſt War to- 
46. „ Wards 
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wards fitting out ſeveral Privateers that 


greatly annoyed the Enemy, and were of great 


Service to their Country, as there was cer- 


tainly ſome Chaſm in Trade: By the rich 


Merchants acting ſo cautiouſly, Pray, how 
was it filled up? why, by Perſons of ſmall 


Stocks and little Skill; (though ſome of them 
perhaps well caſed in Knavery) if ſuch as thoſe 
don run themſelves a- ground, it is not much 

to be wondered at. In ſhort, this with Truth 


may be aſſerted, that ſome have remarked 
that there ha ve been more Bankrupts in Time 
of Peace than in Time of War. 
Stx rh, and Laſtly, The Farmer, let 


aq conſider how far he will be affected by a 
War, and that of the Publick Taxes: As to 


that on Malt and Hops, it may be faid pro- 


perly to belong to him; but then it is well 
known he repays himſelf, by raiſing the Prices 


of thoſe Commodities: rd believe no Body 


will deny but that Corn generally ſells hetter in 
Time of War than in Peace, eſpecially where 
there are large Armies and Fleets employed 


in different Parts: ſo that, as to that valuable 


Body of uſeful Men, there does not ſeem to 
be the leaſt Colour to decline a juſt War on 


their Account: and, as far as I can learn, 


they are ready and willing to afliſt in ſup- 
porting the Honour of the Nation as any Set 


of Men whatever. 
I hope therefore, from what is here of- 


fered, 1 have plainly demonſtrated that our 


Taxcs 
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Taxes are not ſo grievous as render us una- 
ble to enter into a War; and it is likewiſe 
to be hoped that no People under the Sun 
will be more zealous, upon this Occaſion, to 
defend his Majeſty's, the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily and the Nation's juſt Rights and the 
Liberty of their Country, than thoſe of Greaz 
Britain, in Oppoſition to any Power, let it 
be ever ſo great, that ſhall attempt to injure 
or deſtroy either the One or the Other: And 
that Heaven in its Divine Goodneſs may 
maintain in us the Spirit of Union, Strength 
and Courage, which is now more neceſſary 
than ever, are the hearty and ardent Prayers 
of all his moſt Sacred Majeſty's dutiful and 
loyal Subjects. e ee e 


Here I ſhall ſabjoin, as Memorials never 
to be forgot by all the Faithful in theſe 
Kingdoms, the Avytice of an ENGLISHMAN, 
in the Year 1701, how we ought to act in 
Caſe of a New War: — Together with the 
Opinion of a Dutchman, in the Year 1713, 
touching what the Britiſh and other Na- 
tions were to hope from relying on FRENCH 
R It 
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HE Year 1701 was productive of ve- 
ry great Events; the Death of the un- 
fortunate 7ames II, and the Acknowledging 
by France the Title of his pretended Son, in 
direct Violation of the Treaty at Ryſwick, 
were none of the leaſt. France did not 
ſtop there; as ſhe had placed one of her 
Grandſons on the Throne of Spain, ſhe be- 
gan to act more openly, by plainly ſhewing 
that ſhe had nothing leis in View than to 
1 ſubject all the other Powers in Europe to her 
arbitrary Will: to ſtem therefore the further 
Progreſs of ſo dangerous an Enemy was the 
chief Reaſon that induced thoſe Powers to 
enter into the Grand Alliance, and that pro- 
1 duced almoſt a general War in Europe; hap- 
| py if the Concluſion had been equal to the 
| Succels that attended it for ten Campaigns! a 
„ Succeſs ſcarcely to be parallelled in ancient or 
4 modern Relation, and raiſed the Reputation 
x of the Britiſh Arms to a Height not known 
before. | | | | 


IE RE IIROOT 


But 


8 
But before the Commencement of this War 
ſeveral Pamphlets were publiſhed; © One, 
ſpeaking of the Condition of France in re- 
ſpect of carrying on a War againſt ſo many 
Allies, He proceeds to point out how Eng- 
land ought to act on that Occaſion; one Part 
of which we too fatally neglected, and which 
I fear is one of the principal Cauſes of the 
preſent Conteſt. But to attend our Au- 
thor: 
* Taking it for granted that ſome Powers 
in Europe will bring into the Field large 
Armies to bear againſt France, let us 
< ſee how he is able to furniſh out a "ſuffici- 
ent Force to encounter them, and at the 
| © ſame Time provide for the Defence of a 
| © Coaſt ſeveral Thouſand Miles in Extent? 
Jo make as near as may be a true Eſtimate 
_ © of his Wealth and Power, I ſhall give my 
© Reader an Account he may depend upon of 
* ſome Particulars relating to his Revenues, 
and the Number of his Forces at different 
Times. | 
His whole Revenue did in the Year 1666 
amount to 126 Millions of Livres, which 
reduced to Engliſh Money according as the 
* Exchange went then, that is, reckoning 13 
Livres to the Pound Sterling, would make 
Nine Millions and about Six hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds; it produced the two laſt Years 
1900, ei, only One Hundred and Seven 
Millions, which Wan to Engliſh Money 
C2 2 © ace 
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* according as the Exchange has gone for that 
Time, vis. at Fifteen Livres to the Pound 
. Sterling, (which Difference of the Exchange 
has been occaſion'd by the raiſing the Stan- 
g dard of his Coin) make about 7140000 Li- 

© yres; by which Computation, tis evident, 
5 they are ſunk above Two Millions Four 
© Hundred Thouſand Pounds Sterling, that is 

© at leaſt one fourth Part of what they were 
© at the Time before mentioned; which plain- 
© Iy ſhews that the People and Wealth of 
© France are decreaſed ſince that Time, at leaft 
© in the ſame Proportion, ſince we may rea- 


© ſonably conclade, that the King's Reve- 


* nues have been managed as carefully, and 

collected as rigorouſly in his late Times of 
Need, as they were heretofore. 

The King's Income is diminiſhed in a far 

greater Proportion, it being clogged with a 

© Debt of Five Hundred Millions only to the 

© Ebtel de Ville or Town-houſe of Paris, for 


© which he pays Intereſt at Five per Cent, 


Twenty Five Millions, that is near 1700000- 
© Livres Sterling, He pays beſides another 
© ſort of Intereſt, by way of Salaries, for a 

© conſiderable Multitude of new Offices erect- 


* ed and bought, many of them ſince the Be- 


$ ginning of the laſt War, which amounts at 

© leaſt. to ſo much as will make the Intereſt. 

Money already mentioned exceed Two Mil- 

lions Sterling; ſo that he has coming in clear 
* not full Five Millions Sterling. 111 1 

. is 
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c*Tis true that, beſides his ordinary Reve- 
nue, he has had extraordinary Ways of rai- 
«© fing Money; as the Sale of Offices already 
mentioned, frequently raiſing and falling the 
Standard of his Money, DousGratuits which 
People are made to pay per Force, Regiſtring 
Titles of Gentility, Taxing Partizans, that 
is, thoſe who have had the Managing of his 
« Revenues, who were laſt Year forc'd to re- 
fund near a Million Sterling; and many o- 
ther Expedients, which in Time we may be 
better acquainted with, if we are pleaſed to 
let him go on quietly ; but theſe have all 
_ © been ſo often made Uſe of, that they will 
© be found to be of very ſmall Reſſource for 
the Future in a Country ſo much exhauſted: 
© by them already. 
: What has ſtood him in greateſt ſtead: for: 
( ſome Years, during the laſt War, was the 
Caapitation, which brought him in above 
three Millions Sterling yearly, and which he 
© muſt again have Recourſe to: But how 
grievous an Impoſition that was thought, 
> * ard how ruinous that muſt prove to his 
Country, if he ſhould be under a Neceſſity 
: * of continuing it but a few Years, I appeal 
to any who have been there, and heard the 
© heavy Complaints it occaſioned. But a 
* ſtronger Proof cannot be required to ſhew 
© how deſtructive the Continuance of it would 
© have proved, than IS ard took it off. 
For his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty has generally 
. —- FE been 
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y been obſerved to lay as great a Load on his 


„People as they could bear. Since then he 
* was pleaſed to caſe them of this Tax when 
© he wanted not ſo ſpecious a Pretence to con- 


_ © tinue it as the great Debts he had contract- 


© ed, we may be ſure he knew it could not be 

« done without utterly ruining and bug 
them to pay at all. 

Having thus briefly touched upon the 

© preſent Condition of France, therefore, if 


© they ſhould make a ſucceſsful Land-War, 


© muſt be oblig'd, beſides the neceſſary Gar- 
© rifons of his Sea- Ports, to maintain Two 


Hundred Forty Seven Thouſand Men.“ 


Here the Author points out how they 


ſhould be employed, which not being the 
Caſe at preſent ſhall not repeat it here; and 


then he goes on, — © As to a Sea War, ſays = 
* he, He muſt fit out a prodigious Fleet, and 

« that in the laſt War he ſhewed his Power 
© to be matchleſs by maintaining no leſs than 

© 400000 Men by Sea and Land, why there- 
© fore may he not do the ſame again? 

© Now as to England, if we raiſe Three 
« Millions more yearly than in Time of Peace 
to carry on a War, that will be prodigious, 


_ © conlidering the Debts we owe, and which 
, N Engliſhman ought to deſire to fee 


ay d off, rather than encreaſed. And yet 
« the Parallel will not fully hold between 
England and France ; becauſe England ne- 
© yer has been, and I hope never . be ſcrued 


28 
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= up like France, to pay to the atmoſt Ex- 
” £<« tremity of what it is able, and for that 
© Reaſon might comparatively with Eaſe get 
lid of a far greater Debt than it now owes; 
7 © whereas France, unleſs it ſhall by our Inac- 
/ <« tivity get the Weſt Indies, will never be 
© able to pay its Principal Debt, but daily 


” © increaſe it to its utter Ruin. Before 1 con- 


«© clude ſhall take only Notice of the moſt 
material Objections which can be made a- 
© gainſt a War. 7 
Either the neceſſary Expence 'twill draw 
oon us, or the Prejudice we may ſuſtain. by 
< the Interruption of our Trade. 
To the Firſt I anſwer, That in the Man- 
© ner it has been propoſed, that England ſhall 
© make a War, we may do it at an Annual 
© Expence, at moſt of One Million Eight 
Hundred and Fifty 'Thouſand Pounds more 
© than would otherwiſe be levied. For we 


will take it for granted, that tho' we re- 
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main in Peace, we ſhould find it neceſſary 
to maintain at leaſt as great a Sea Force, as 
© was done the firſt Year after the Peace, 
that would coſt us Eight Hundred Thou- 
© ſind Pounds, to which we ſhall add One 
Million Te Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
for the War, twill abundantly ſtrengthen 
© our Fleet. If we now make it Two Milli: 
© ons, it will be better. 
T will not then ſuppoſe that any Engli — 
* 2144 Will think the Preſervation of his Re- 


( ligion 
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c lig ion and Liberty too dearly purchaſed at 
of — Rate. Such an Undervaluing of thoſe 
Hleſſings none can be capable of, whoſe 


Hearts are not hardened, and who are not © 
«© doomed to utter Perdition As to what 


may be objected concerning Trade, I ar 


© ſwer, That granting our Trade to t. 


4 Streights ſhould ſuffer an Interruption by ® 
the War, ſuch an Inconvenience would be 


far leſs than the total Loſs of it, not only 


© thither, but to the Meſt Indies, beſides the 
' © Loſs of the Manufacture of our fine Dra- 


© pery, which it has been proyed, will be one 


* of the neceſſary Conſequences of our fit- 
© ting ſtill. 


© Yet I can ſee no Neceſſity of granting 


that our Terky and Italian Trades will 
« ſuffer by the War, if we will ſuppoſe ou. 
Maritime Affairs to be well managed. The 


War we are to make muſt be altogether by 
« Sea, and conſequently implies a Neceſſity 
© of our having every Summer a ſtrong Fleet 
© in the Mediterranean, to harraſs our Ene- 


mies there, which we ſhall begzow in a 


much better Condition than at that Time, 


ſeeing we are in Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar and 


* Port Mahon; why then our Traders thi- ; 


| © ther may not be protected by that ſame 
+Y Force, I cannot ſee. And if ſtrict Prohibi- 


tions be made againſt any Ships going thi- 


© ther, but under the Convoy of our Men of | 
9 « War at let Seaſons; tis | probable, mach 


© fewer 
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© fewer will be loſt than were during the laſt 
© War. For the Convenience of being ſhel- 
© tered in Spaniſh Ports proved a T in 
then for many Merchant Ships to run with- 
out Convoy: whereas none will now be ſo 

© adventurous as to hazard a Kun to Tury 

© or to Italy along fo vaſt a Tract of an Ene- 


* my's Coaſt. It is true ſome of our Trade, 


© which I own to be very conſiderable, will 
© indeed be at a Stand till ſome Succeſs at- 
© tends us; but then a proper Strength well 


managed in America will abundantly com- 


penſate for that Loſs. 


* Seeing our Plantations are ſo conyenient= 
J *ly ſituated that not a Galleon coming or 
© going can eſcape us, conſider then of what 
© Conſequence thoſe Plantations are to us. 
© How much ſuch an Interruption of all 
2 Commerce thither would diſtreſs Spain, is 


© apparent; and it probably might be none 


© of the weakeſt Reaſons to incline that Peo- 


ple, in a New War, to fide with us. 


© The Wealth we ſhall thereby acquire 


. will not only defray the Expence of the 


3 Force we ſhall maintain there, but, with 


good Management, may go a great Way 


© towards the Charge of the whole War: and 

it will be Fault of our Commanders if all 
the French Colonies there be not rooted out, 
© which for theſe Reaſons we TRE chicfly 


F to aim at: 
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£5 Firſt, Ir witt GREATLY WEAKEN THE 
© FRENCH PowER AT SEA, BY DESTOYING 


© SO GREAT A NURSERY OF, THEIR SEAMEN. - 


© Secondly, We SHALL LOSE A. DANGEROUS 
© RivAaL IN OUR SUGAR, TRADE AS WELL AS 
© SOME OTHERS, WHICH THEY WILL HAVE 
© COMMON WITH Us, BY MEANS OF THEIR 
© CoLontts IN THE SOUTHERN IsLEs, And 
Thirdly, Tris wilt vERY MUCH INCREASE. 
© 0UR TRADE IN AFRICA, ror NroRoks, 
AND RUINE THAT OF, THE FRENCH“. 
For every One knows that none can carry 
© on a Trade for Negroes but ſuch as have a 


Footing in America. The Conſequence 


© therefore of our expelling the French, will 


be, that the Spaniards mult depend abſo- 
_ © lately upon us for their Negroes, without 
© which their Mines will be barren, befidzs 


4 that our Power being freed from ſuch a Ri- I 
* yalſhip will be ſo much ſuperior to any 
Thing in thoſe Parts of the World, that the 
* Spaniards can have no Ballance nor Force 
there to protect them againſt us: fo that, 
* for Fear of their Plate Fleets, and of their 
r e e 
It was remarked by the Laliant, after the Ferch had got 
Poſſeſſion in their Country, that they were continually involved 
in Wars and Diforders; which cauſed One of them to ſay, —» 
#* We ſhall have no Peace in Lah white the French have any 
* Footing among vs: and that raiſed fo fierce a Hatred againſt 
them, that, when Opportunity offered, they were {ure to be de 


ſtroyed. From that, and other Cauſes, Lach has been called, 


Taye Grave oF The FRENCHMEN. And, we hope, in Lime 


that of the Z:dies will be ſo called, fince they will not let us 


peageably enjoy our juſt Rights in thoſe Parts of the World. 
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* very Empire in America, twill be always 
in our Power to obtain greater Privileges 
© from them in our Trade thither, than any 
other Nation could pretend to; for which 


© Reaſons I ſubmit it to every ENGLISHMAN, 


© whether it ought not to be one of our great 


« Aims, by this War, utterly to extirpate the 


French out of Amer ica? Such an Under- 
taking will appear more feafible if we con- 
* fider that Matters may be ſo carried, as to 
* deprive the French of any AſiRance from 


t the Spaniards, which I believe may be 
done by conſenting to a N eutrality with all 


« the Spaniſh Continent and Iſlands, on Con- 


dition that they ſhall, during the War, . 


« low us a free Trade wth them. 


II ſuch a Neutrality can be manag d, we 


© ſhall not only with greater Eaſe deſtroy the 
French there, which ought to be our Prin- 
« cipal Aim, but probably be greater Gainers 
© by a Free Trade, than by the Plunder of 


© their Country; if we make War upon it, 


© it would certainly prove more beneficial to 
the Trading Intereſt and Manufactures of 
15 England : for if by our Naval Power there 
we hinder that vaſt Country from being 
- . pag with any European Commodities 
© from any other Hand, ſhall we not have a 

© prodigious Vent for all the Manufactures 


of our own Growth, as well as for our Eaſt 


© India Commodities and N Sc. 
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is this Article, 
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g May not the Acceſs we wall thus get to 

© thoſe People introduce a Vent for many of 
© our Commodities which the Spaniards have 
© always induſtriouſly kept from their Know- 


5 „Age! ? Shall we not likewiſe trade to a ſar 2 


* greater Advantage than has been done hi- 


therto, ſince we have always been obliged 


© to truſt the Spaniards at Cadiz, who cer. 


© tainly ſhared the Profit with us? beſides 
© the exorbitant Indulto's or Duties exacted 


; oF, the Goyernment both in Europe and A. . 
* merica.”—— So much for this Author, 
It is likely what was propoſed againſt the 


French was not fo ſtrictly attended too as 
could ha ve been wiſhed, owing to ſome other 
Affairs at Home, which probably required a 


more immediate Attention . However, it 


may not be improper to look back and ſee 
what were the firſt Steps the French took up- 


on their Planting in America, after the y- 


renean Treaty with the Spaniards, in 1659; 
No ſooner had they made Peace than they 


proceeded to make Settlements in that Part 


f of the World; nor could they forget to in- 
trude on their Neighbours, and (which they 
immediately did after the Reſtoration) by 


forming Settlements in Nevis and St. Chriſto- 
pPhers, which was ſoon a Matter of Complaint, 
as appears by an Impeachment againſt the 
late Earl of Clarendon, 1 in 1667, where there 


That 


That might be Go reaſonable Excuſe for the Neglect be- 
fore mentioned. | | | 
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That He did reject and fruſtrate a Pro- 

© poſal and Undertaking approved by His Ma- 
< jeſty, for the Preſervation of Nevis and St. 
© Chriſtophers, ard the Reducing the French 
© Plantations to His Majeſty's Obedience, af 
© ter the Gommiſſions were drawn for that. 

* Purpoſe, which were the Occaſion of our 
© great Damage and Loſs in thoſe Parts. 
I do not bring this forward by way of Re- 
fleQion on the Memory of that great tho' un- 
happy Nobleman, who was very unjuſtly uſed 
in many Reſpects thro' the Artifice of his Ene- 
mies; but only to ſhew, that our Anceſtors 


were early appriſed of the French Eneroach- 


ments. However, from what followed it ap- 
pears pretty plain, that this was rather intro= ' 
duced in order to foment the popular Preju- 
dice againſt the Earl, than any Deſign of Ser- 
vice to the Nation. As to his Character, 
take it from his Son, Mr. Lawrence Hyde, 
who faid in the Houſe of Commons ſome Years 
after, That, for his Comfort, he had heard he 
was a good Proteſtant, a good Chancellor; and 
that we had had wor fe Miniſters ſince. But to 
ſuppoſe this Nobleman altogether faultleſs, 
were to place him beyond the Level of frail 
Mortality; for it muſt be allowed for an un- 
conteſted Truth; that he carried himſelf in his 
Station with ſomewhat a greater Reſerve and 
Haughtineſs than became him or was uſeful - 
to him, ſeeing it created him many Enemies; 
there being nothing on Earth fo difagreable 
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to humane Nature as Neglect and pt: 
2 Fault laid to the Charge of another great 
Man, who in Proceſs of Time ſuccecded to his 
high Office, and is now no more; I wiſh I 
could ſay was not ſtrictly true, or that it did 
not hurt him upon a remarkable Occaſion. 
Now, to return to our preſent Purpoſe, — 


I believe almoſt every One is ſatisfied from 


what the French having been doing for near 
100 Years; they have nothing leſs in View 
than to eſtabliſh their Empires in both Indies 
upon the Plan of what they have ſo well ac- 
compliſhed for themſelves, to the Injury of 
their Neighbours in Europe. — But it is to be 
hoped, as our Eyes are at laſt ſufficiently o- 
pened, it will make us, before it is too late, 


turn our chief Attention thoſe Ways, i in order 


as much as poſſible to prevent it, — For, tho' 


this Breach may be amicably made up, in re- 


gard Peace is more deſirable than War, yet we 


ought to have in continual Remembrance how- 


dangerous it is to live near potent Princes, to 
be off our Guard; Witneſs the //enetians, in the 
Reign of Henry VII, who, by neglecting to 
take proper Care of their own Security, tho 
fully warned of the Danger they were in by 
loſing a Battle, in one Campaign were ſtrip- 
ped of all their Dominions, to the ſingle City 
of Venice. 

As to our Caſe, We ſhould not forget to 
follow the Advice of a certain great Man, 
who the other Day publickly: ſaid, Conſt der- 


ing 


Il 
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© ing what an enter prixing Neighbour Wwe 
© have near us in both Indies, it behoves us al- 


© ways to keep up a reſpectable Force both by 


Land and Sea in thoſe remote Parts of the 


y « World, ready to reſent any unjuſt Injuries 


© we may receive from them, without watt= 
© ing tedious Negotiations *, which often, in- 
* ſtead of healing the Breach, ive the Enemy 


an Opportunity to recruit ſo as to enable 


* him at laſt to keep by Force: what he had 
© taken from us by Sus prise; which, if we 
* had not ſo acted, we-might otherwiſe ha de 


| © pmmediately wreſted out of their Hands, and 
© by that Means have Put an Eud to may ow. 


* os Trouble. 

Still if there muſt be a War, we d the 
pleaſing Proſpect to find (and 1 believe every 
Body will own it) that the Board of Admi- 
ralty was never better filled with more ex- 


perienced Gentlemen in Naval Affairs than it 
is at preſent; and therefore it is not in the 


leaſt to be doubted but great Care will be 


taken whom they recommend to his Moſt Sa- 
cred Majeſty for Commanders and Officers to 


be employed in the Fleets fitting out, with- 
out any Regard to Parties; then certainly 
none will be intruſted with any conſiderable 

| Com- 


8 "kk is preſumed the "Rs PIERS We have had enough | 
of that Way of acting, when we only confider how long our 
Commiſſaries at Paris have been employed to ſettle the Limits, 
which ſome ſay It never will but by the longeſt Sword, if they | 
go on no faſter than they have 2 | 
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Command whoſe Courage and Conduct have 
not been ſufficiently experienced; which will | 
give great Satisfaction to his Majeſty's loyal 


Subjects in general, and the more ſo when 


they learn that none of thoſe Commanders 
have taken French Servants on Board, whe- 
ther called Valets or not. | 
But if we ſhould have any Officers contra- 
ry to ExpeQation, ſerving in any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships of War, who ſhould neglect their 
Duty thro' Cowardice or otherwiſe, it is to be 
wiſhed immediate Juſtice may be done to the 
Offender or Offenders, without Regard to Fa- 


milies, in order to deter others from being 


guilty of the like in Time to come. So on 
the other Hand, it is well known that no 


Prince in the World is more ready and wil- 


ling than his preſent Sacred Majeſty, to re- 
ward the faithful Services of thoſe who by 
their gallant Actions haye deſerved well of 
their Country. 1 


The Oeix to of a Dutchman, &c. 


The Opinion of a Dorcas. 

a Oo let us e 2 88 a Durcb- 
LN man had of FRxRNCu Fal, about 
the Time of the T reaty of Utrecht, in the 


Vear 1713, when it was propoſed to have 


King Philip in the Poſſeſſion of Spain and the 
Indies, which I ſhall extract from a Letter to 
a Member of the Engliſp Parliament. 


No Peace (ſays the Dutch Gentleman) vill 
be honourable, ſafe and laſting, while the French : 


King i is in a Condition to break it. 


What can I ſay more forcible, more « con- 


vincing, and more to our preſent Purpoſe ? 
Shall I call you back to Experience, the ſureſt, 
tho, at the ſame Time, the deareſt. of all 
Ways of Information? we have a ſad Expe- 


riment of above fifty Vears, which I reckon 


from the Peace of Munſter ; for before that 


Time, there was leſs Reaſon to be upon one's 


Guard againſt France ; and -that her Power, 


abſtracted from any Alliance, was leſs to be 


feared; but conſider then, 1 beſeech you, 

ſince that famous Treaty, which, reſtoring 

| Peace to the Emperor and our Republick, 
5 ſeemed 


a 
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ſeemed to have reſtored the Balance we pur- 


ſued, and ſecured the Liberty of Europe, ſee 
with what Succeſs ſhe carried on the War 
againſt King Philip in Italy, Spain, and the 
Low hs. Behold upon what diſadvan- 
tageous Terms ſhe forced that Prince to mate 5 
Peace in the Year 1659. 

J will venture to tell you a Thing. tho con- 
trary to that Opinion which 1 find at preſent 
in ENGLAND, is nevertheleſs very true; 
that as ſoon as that Peace (the Pyrenean Trea- 
ty) was ſigned the Balance of the two Powers 
was defſtroy'd, FROM THAT FATAL Dar - 
THE INFLUENCE or FRANCE REACHED 
FROM ONE END oF Tre WoRED To THE 
OTHER, - ALMOST WITHOUT EXCEPTION: 
IT was FELT IN THE EAST and WEST 
INDIES, BY THE ENLARGING OF THEIR 
TRADE, AND THE SETTLEMENT OF SEVE- 
RAL CoMPANIEs 3 which is the principal 
Cauſe of our preſent Complaint in the Eff 
and Weſt-Indies. In Lorrain, by the 
preſſion of Duke Charles, and his Subjects; 
in Spain, by the ſolemn Reparation France 
exacted from King Philip, about the Diſpute 
that happen'd between the two Ambaſſadors ; 
in England, by the Sale of Dunkirk; at Ge- 
noc, by the Neceflity that was impos'd on 
that Republick, to expel Cardinal Imperiali, 
one of their Nobles, who had taken Sanctu- 
ary there; in Africa, by the Wars againſt 
Tunit Algier, and * z at Rome, by the 


"reaty 
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Treaty of Piſa, the Erection of the ignomi- 
nious Pyramid, and the Legation of Cardinal 
Chigi, the Pope's Nephew ; all which hap- 
pen'd within the Space of ſeven Years. Then 
came. the War * 1667, in which we faw 
eleven Towns taken in one Campaign; and 
the whole Franche Comte in a few Days. 
This occaſion'd the Tripple Alliance in 1668; 
1 — was broken two Years mo pe 
n 1670, the moſt Chriſtian King ſeiz d ups 
on all Lorrain, — Aut any Body 24 — 
bim. In 1671, the bare Progreſs he made 
into the Netherlands, to fortify Dunkirk, caſt 
all Spain into Alarm: In 1672, he fell on 
dur Provinces, and penetrated beyond Utrecht. 
The King, (fays Count Rabutin in his Hiſto- 
1 did not vcuchſafe to ſend an Herald to tbe 


1 ollanders, as the Cuſtom is with equal Ene- 
mies; be treated them as Rebel 5 jects. A 


2 how well it was obſerv'd; under what pre- 


4 of what has happen'd ſince would be 

| tedious; and then you are fo well acquainted 
with it, that there's no Need to ſwell this 
Letter with it, You know upon what Con- 
ditions the Peace of Nimeguen was made ; and 


tences Straſburgh was taken; Caſal bought; 


Luxemburg conquer'd ; Genoa bombarded ; 
and afterwards oblig'd to ſend their Doge into 
France, to beg the King's Pardon, and ex- 
| 1 their Sorrow for the Misfortune they 
had to have incurr'd his Diſpleaſure. Vou 
are not ignorant upon what Foot the Truce 
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was made in 1684; nor how powerful and 


dreadful the Influence I juſt now ſpoke off 


Was in Germany, in England, and here. Call 
to Mind the Buſineſs of the Palatinate and 
Cologne; the Tranſactions in England; and at 


Rome from the Year 168 5 to 1689. Then 


take a Review of the Events of the laſt War, 


and of the hau ghty Carriage of France in the 


Treaty of Ryſeoick: Attend the ſteps of that 
. Crown in the Execution of that Peace; in 


her Treaties of Partition ; and in the general 
Invaſion of the Spaniſh Monarchy. Confider, 
with all theſe, her State, her Splendor, het 


Loftineſs, her Credit, her Power: View the 


Riches of her Commerce; her vaſt Revenues ; 


the great Number of her fortified Towns ; 
the Extent of her Conqueſts ; and the Strength q 


of her Armies and Fleets. Certainly, if you 


fider, that ſince the Peace of Munſter, France 


is only beholding to her own Forces for all 


ber Advantages and the Predominance ſhe 


has uſurped over the reſt of Europe; that the 


always made War with our Allies; that her 


Hands, like thoſe of Iſmael have been 1 ted up 


againſt all, and of thoſe all againſt ber; that 


e has ſet up ber Tents in Sight of other Nati- 
07:5 ; that ſhe has defeated their Armies, forced 
their ſtrong Towns, and conquered their Pro- 
yinces ; and that ſhe never made any Treaty 


with them without e eV Hoe of her Con- 
queſts. ON | 


If 


attentively reflect upon all theſe; if you con- 


<5" 
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1 you fix awhile your Thoughts on all 


. theſe Things, with an unprejudiced Mind, 
the Neceſſity which the Empire, England 


and Holland, beſides other - -States, have been 


under to join their Forces and Counſels for 
their common Safety; ; the ſmall Succeſs the 
united Armies had in King William's War, 
and the Danger they were in of a total Sub- 
verſion the Beginning of this, you will un- 
doubtedly agree to take from the Houſe of 
Auſtria one half of her Dominions, and give 
it to a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon; which 
muſt be the Means of reſtoring the Balance, 
and ſecuring the Liberty of Europe; for cer- 


tain it is, the more you take from che Weak 


and give to the Strong, the further we go 
from the Point of Equality, eſpecially if the 
Forces of the Stronger be united, and thoſe 


of the Weaker be divided and diſperſed. 


They do not deny the ſettling the Balance 
of Power between the two. Houſes ; but, fay 
they, that the Houſe of Auſtria is not ſuffici?- 
ently weaken'd: by her Loſſes; and upon this 
Suppoſition they now propoſe to us, as a ] ü- 
derful Expedzent, the taking from that Houſe 
all Spain and the Weſt Indies, and to leave her 
only the Low Countries, the Kingdoms of 


Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia ; the Dutchy of 


Milan, and. the Places on the Coaſt of Tuj- a 


cany. 


Now let us 1 how het 0 behaved to 
us, when * found the war was carried on 


Bo. 
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very ſucceſsfully againſt them; all Methods 
were taken to ſeparate us from our Allies; 

they would ſeem to have made us Arbiters of 
bs Fiats; and in 1707, one of the French 
Miniſters took to himſelf the Title of a Coun- 
ſellor of Geneva, and under that Name gave 
theſe three important Advices. 1. That France 
was our ancient and beſt Friend. 2. That 
the Houſe of Auſtria watch d only for a pro- 
per Occaſion to invade us. 3. That we were 
raiſing within ourſelves a Power, whoſe In- 
tereſt it is to deprive us of our Liberty, and 
would take all Opportunities to deſtroy us; 
that none but Fance could deliver us from 
the Danger, and that it concerned us, as we 
valued our on Safety, not to put her out of 
a Condition to aſſiſt us againſt you in Caſe of 
Need. Theſe Suggeſtions, and all the reſt 
which France made uſe of to break us off from 
tbe grand Alliance, were ineffectual; nay, 
they fill'd us with Indignation againſt thoſe 
who, addreſſing us thus, thought us capable 
to abandon our Allies, for any particular Ad- 
vantages that the Enemy could offer us; per- 
ceiving then, that the good Senſe and Probit 
of the Dutch render'd ws Proof againſt fach 
"Arguments, France turn'd them upon England, 
'where they were better reliſhed than with un, 
tho for was Reaſon I know not.. 

Are you fully convinc'd of the Force of this 

Argument, that the true Way to reduce the 
exorbitant Power of N is to give her _ . 
a6 @ 1, | the : 5 


8 
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ſhe: demands, and confderably to > ene ge ber 5 


Dominions?: 
Are you fully perſuaded, chat when Spain 


and the Indies are taken from the Houſe of 
Auuſtria and given to the Houſe of Baurbun, 


that the yan, will be in a better Condition, 
than before, to balance the Power of the lat- 
ter, and to protect the other Powers of E 

rope againſt her Defigns e | 


Do you think it a Rasse hee * 


Hlouſe of Auſtria, which while ſhe poſſeſsd 


the whole Span; Monarchy was not able to 


reſiſt France, and found herſelf under a Ne- 


ceſſity to preſs for the Aſſiſtance of the twa = 
Maritim Powers, in order to preſerve her Do- 
minions, will be all on a ſudden ſo reinforc d, 
when above half of the Monärchy is taken * 


1 from her, as to be able to — defend 
the Liberty of Europe? Im almoſt afham'd 


to put ſuch Queries to a Man af ſo much 


Senſe, Wiſdom, and Love to bis Country, as ; 


you are reputed to be; but Paſſions are rais d 


fo high with you, that the moſt-demonſtrable 


Truths have as much Need of being pd _ 


' > as the moſt abſtracted Notions. 


How. far was I two Years, or only a Weir” ; 
and a half ago, from thinking that at this 
Time, I thould be oblig'd to prove to an En- 


i gliſhman, that the Welfare of Europe did not : 


conſiſt in the weakning the Houſe of Auftfia, + 
and aggrandizing that of Bourbon; and that 
far NT a Balance of Power 2 

5 em, 


1 


them, Spain and the Indies, was not to be ta- 
ken from the former, and much leſs to be 


L to the latter? ! 

The French Miniſter is in the Rip ht to the; | 
Wat in order to come to a true — of an 
Ezguilibrium betwixt the two Houſes, wwe ' muſt 
endeavour to get a: good Eftimate-of the Strength 
and Weakneſs of both : But the Method which 
he propoſes is not proper to come at it. Tis 
not by the Diverſity of Provinces and Lan- 


Zs 8, or by the Extent of Dominions, that 
= of Princes is to be known; for if 


ſo, the Grand Seignior alone wou'd be more 
tent than all Europe together. Nor is it to 


known by the Number or Majeſty E 


Crowns, for Power and a don t always 
keep Pace together. 
The Power of Princes is to be than, 
I. By the Greatneſs of their Revenues ordi- 
nary and extraordinary.” 


II. By the richneſs and extent of their Trade, | 


III. By the Number of their Troops in 


Time of Peace and War. 


8 
* wy 


TV. By the State of their Marine and Naval ; 


| Trees: 


V. By the Number and Goodneſs of their | 


Fortreſſes. 


VI. By the unneceſſary Expences which ; 


they defray. 
VII. By cheir Victories and Conqueſts. 
Tis not neceſſary to enter into deep Inqui- 
ries, nor to know the Secrets of the two 


— 


„ 4 

Mutt.” to be convinc'd that the Houſe of 
Bourbon has in all thoſe Reſpects infinitely the 
Advantage of the Houſe of Auftria. 

As to the firſt, this is not a proper Place to 
Treat of Funds from whence the French King 
draws his Revenue, nor of the Time when, 
nor the Method how ; I ſhall content myſelf 
to ſay in general, and I hope no Frenchman 
who underitands theſe Affairs will deny it, 


that the fix'd Revenues of the King, of France 


did in 1688, amount to near ſixty millions of 


Crews, and that the extraordinary Sums he 
has Tais'd fince that Time, were never leſs 


than forty millions of Crowns ; nor will it be 
diſown'd, that ſometimes they exceeded two 
hundred Millions, as at the Time when he 
ſet up his Mint Bills, to which we muft add 
the Capitation, and the tenth Penny, which 
has chang'd the Conſtitution of the Finances, | 
but certainly have not leſſen d them; in ſhort, 
tis certain that the King of France does adtu- 
ally levy above a hundred millions of Crowns 
per Ann. "Thoſe of the Monarchy: of Spain, 
were formerly valu'd at thirty fix millions of 
Crowns, including the Revenues of | the. Hr- 
dies, Naples, Milan, and the Netherlands, _- 
the Conceffions or Grants upon the Clergy 

but they have been fo alienated, e 
and over mortgag'd, that there is not a ag, 
in the World, who can give a Clear and cer- 
tain State of them: As to extraordinary Re- 
VEende” 25 gs of Spain have few more 
2 F ; e BG 


1 


but free Gifts, which they obtain on certain 


Occaſions, and the Half- years of the mort- 


gag d Revenues, which they detain, in Caſes 
of preffing Neceſſity, from thoſe to whom 
they are mortgag'd ; but be that how it will, 
no King of: Spain can ever be able to raiſe 


from his Dominions above twenty millions of 


Crowns per Ann. I am not ſo well able to 
give an Account of the Revenues of the Houſe 
of Auſtria in Germany, but believe I am not 
miſtaken if I ſay, they don't exceed twenty, 
millions of Crowns per Ann. including all the 
extraordinaries ; ſo that the two Branches to- 
gether, cannot ſpead above forty millions of 
Crowns per Ann. which, in Proportion to the 
Revenues of the Houſe of Bourbon, makes 
only two Sevenths againſt five Sevenths. 
As to the ſecond Point, if we examine their 
Commerce, the Proportion will be much the 
ſame : That of Spain is very little; that of 
Naples and Sicily ſtill leſs; and that of the 
Netherlands nothing at all. The Treaſures of 
the Indies, which ſupply the Luxury of all 
Europe, don't enrich the Spaniards ; . if the 
Kings of Spain take no more of them than 
what's their Due, they'll ſcarce be able to 
ake a Million and a half of Crowns per 
Ann. by which we may eaſily gueſs how much 
of it returns into the Commerce of Spain. I 
ſay nothing of the hereditary Dominions of 
the Houſe of Auſtria and Germany, becauſe 


every one knows that they are not proper for 


Commerce, 


E 
Commerce, neither by their Situation nor Pro- 
duct. The Gold Mines of Hungary cant 
produce 15 per Cent. Profit to thoſe who farm 
them; and if you except the Mines and Cloth 
of ' Sz/efra, which is now in the Hands of the 
King of Pruſſia, the reſt fignify nothing. 
As to the third Point, the Houſe of Auſtria 


is ſo far from being equal to France in Num- 


ber of Troops, that all the | Confederates to- 
_ gether are ſcarce able to equal her, or at leaſt 
not without extraordinary Efforts. "Tis very 

well known, that the King of France main- 
tains two hundred thouſand Men in Time of 


Peace, and three hundred and fifty thouſand 


in Time of War. The Houſe of Auſtria, 
when ſhe made her greateſt Efforts, could 


never exceed two hundred Thouſand. The 


late King Charles II. in the laſt War, kept 


only thirty five Thouſand in Spain; fifteen _ 


Thouſand in the Dutchy of Milan; ſixteen 


Thouſand in Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, Mas 


jorca, and Minorca; two Thouſand in the 


Places of Tuſcany; and twenty thoufand in - 


the Netherlands; in all, eighty five Thouſand. 
1 know that the preſent Emperor has on Foot 
above a hundred and thirty thouſand effective 


Men, of which a hundred and ten Thouſand 
ſerv'd againſt France; but then it muſt be 
granted, that he exerts his utmoſt Efforts, and 
that he not only employs all the Revenues of 


tab, but thoſe of Bavaria for their Mainte- 


nance; and he has likewiſe been obliged to 


F2 incredible 


able to hold out againſt a royal. Army; and 
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üble good Huſbandry and Retrenchments 


df Expence. In the laſt Place, I don't diſ- 


own: but that for about ſixty Years paſt, the 
Houſe of Auſtria has in Time of War main- 
tain d two hundred thouſand Men, and, in- 
cluding the Troops of the Empire, above two 


hundred and fifty Thouſand; and I: agree 


that ſhe may entertain as many in Time to 


came, provided the Spaniſþ Monarchy be not 
taken from her. But what Proportion is there 


betwixt two hundred thouſand Men diſpers d 


throughout Europe, and three hundred and 


_ fifty Thouſand collected together in the King- 


dom of France alone? Where then do we 
find this exorbitant Power of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, againſt Which we muſt e ſuch Pee 
cautions ? 


As to the fourth Point, perhaps it may be 


found i in her Maritime Forces? How do we 


know but the Court of Vienna may equip a | 
Fleet on the Danube capable to bombard Breſt 


and Tiulon? For \ Spain, tis matter of Fact, 


that King Charles II. never had fifteen Men 5 


of War together, and it is certain, that the 


King of France had in 1689, a hundred and 
twenty of the fineſt Men of War in the 
World, forty five Gallies, and Arſenals, that 


were not to be match'd elſewhere. 


V. The ſame Thing ſhould be ſaid {A the 


"fortified Places. Them are to the Number 


of 130 in the Kingdom, the leaſt of which is 


lixty 


=—_=7 7 
oxy of them- are ſuch Maſter-pieces, | that : 
they are juſtly admir'd by all that ſee them. 
I don't doubt but that the Houſe of Auſtria 
has as many, and more, but the Difference is, 
that thoſe of France lie ſo contiguous, that 
they ſeem ſo many Baſtions round its Conti- 
nents and the Court having its Reſidence fix d 
in the Centre, is always near enough to diſ- 
patch Orders, and ſend immediately the ne- 
ceſſary Succours; whereas thoſe of the Houſe 
of Auſtria are diſperſed: in Spain, at Naples in 
Sicily, in the Dutchy of Milan, in Barba 
in the Low Countries, in Hungary, in Tranſi, 


© Vania, in Carinthia, in Auſtria, in Bobemia, 


in Silefa, in the Tyrol. on the Rhine, and elſe- 
| where, which in ſome manner bars any Com- 
' munication ; beſides. the Frontiers which are 
guarded by. theſe Places are ten Times of 
greater Extent than thoſe of France; and, 
which is more, are to receive their Garriſong 
out of two hundred thouſand. Men, Which is 
the All the Houſe of Auſtria can keep: 80 
1 that it were to be wiſl'd; that theſe Places 
were fewer in Number... 
VI. Unneceſſary Expences don't at 1 
tribute to the Greatneſs of Princes, but they 
may ſerve as Indexes to form a 1 
thereon, Now there never was a Prince more 
expenſive than his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
witneſs the Magnificence of his Furniture, 
his ſumptuous Palaces and Gardens; the Lead 
"RY whereof, which is hid under Ground (as 
| 18 
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Is faid) coſt more than would pay fifty thou- 


ſand Men a Fear entire. The enchanting. 


Feſtivals, of which we have ſeen fo many 
| haviſh Deſcriptions ; the prodigious Number 


of his domeſtic Officers; and the immenſe 
Riches which he has heap'd on thoſe that 
have (erv'd him, on themſelves, their Rela- 
tions and Friends; the ſo-much-boaſted Works | 


of Maintanon and Languedoc, Mountains le- 


velled, and Canals cut, for the Communica- 
tion of Seas. And laſtly, the vaſt Number 
of Penſions, which he gives to all Sorts of 
People, both within and without his King- 
dom, which amounts to more than four Mil- 

lions of Crowns. You'll find nothing like 
this in the Houſe of Auſtria, not but they 


have great and magnificent Hearts; but the 


continued Expences of a defenſive and indiſ— 
penſible War, has left them no Funds for ſuch 5 
Magnificence. 


VII. I have yet to Penk Gf the Vietries te 


and Conqueſts, which Article alone would re- 
quire a Volume. 1 ſhall therefore not men- 


tion their Victories, the Enemies have them- 
ſelves ſufficiently taunted them, both in Verſe N 
and Proſe; but I think myſelf obliged to give 
ou a ſhort Liſt of their Conqueſts. In this 
4 ſhall not mention any of thoſe Cities, or 
Provinces, which have been firſt conquer'd, 


and afterwards loſt or reſtor d. Nor that 
| thoſe being acquired by one Treaty, have been 
ee by another. You ſhall not fee in this, 


Lorrain 
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Lorrain groaning twenty ſeven. Years under 


the Yoke of France; nor the half of our 


Provinces ſubjected in leſs than a Month; nor 


5 Sicily ſubmitted to His Moſt Chriftian Ma- 
jeſty by the revolted People. No, in this 


Liſt, you ſhall only ſee hoſe Conqueſts where- 


of bis Moſt Chriſtian King remained in full 


Poſſeſſion, after the Treaty of Ryſwick, whe- 


ther ſuch as have expreſly been granted him, or 


| ſuch as were not then thought proper to men- 


tion, or thoſe that he has "ey ee to the 
Treaty. 1 A 


by the Treaty of Munſter. 


| 1 T oul, Verdun, Moyenic, and the Cite : 
tries depending thereon ; the Langravedom of 
the Upper and Lower. A ace, and the Provincial 
Prefecture of ten Imperial Cities,” fituate in 


Aﬀace. 


* and againſt the 1 of 9 FP 


The Sovereignty over the ten Imperial Ci- 


den over all the Princes, Counts, and free 
States of Alſace, and of all the Fie fs of the 


| three Bitopricks. 


| From the Houſe of hg en 8 a 


Contract of Change in the Year 1651. 


The Sovereignty of Sedan, with che Town, | 


the Demenes, and all the n. pro- 


vided 


* 


* From the TY colt che Houſe of Aue, | 
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vided that there ſhould be an Equivalent, which 
was never made good. 


From the Houſe of f Ayfri by the vue 
1 Treat. 
Arras with the Gotkinment and Balliwick bi: 
Heſdin and its Bailiwick ; Bethune and its Go- 


vernment; Tilliers and its Bailiwick ; Lens 
and its Bailiwick ; the County of St. Poll, 


7 erouane and the Bailiwick thereof; Pas nd ; 


its Bailiwick; in ſhort, all the Country of 
Artois, except Aire and St. Omer. 
e Fort Philip, and its Chatelanie, 
or Caſtleward, Landrecy, Queſnoy, and their 
Bailiwicks, Provoſtſhi $ and Caſtlewards. 
Thionville, Montmedy, Damvilliers, with the 
Appurtenances, Dependancies, and Countries 


annex d; the Provoſtſhip of Tvoy, Chavancy, 


the Caſtle and its Provaſtſhip, the Town and | 


Provoſtſhips of Mar ville. 


Mariemburg, Philippeville, and Aveſre, be- 


tween the Sambre and the Meuſe, 


All the County and * Viguiery of Roufllen, 
on this fide the Pyrenees : The County and 
Viguiery of Confluence,” with the County, Ci- 
ties, Forts, Caſtles, Towns and Villages that 
compoſe it; with thirty three Villages of the 
Country of Cerdagnia, ſituate on this fide the 
A WAP 


een 


— < r 


_ 


A * of Magifiacy l in [dais of. the debe in 
France and Spain. 
From 


2 . woll 
From Sis Houſe of Aufria again Fe ry 


renean Treaty. 


The County of Charleroy, with all the Ap- 


Purtenances and Dependante 


From the Houſe of Auſtria, by the Treaty of 
| London the laſt of October 1662. 


The Town and Citadel of Dunkirk, in the 
A Condition they were then! in. 


F rom Lorain, by the Treaty of the lat of 
Moos x. 


The County of Claire mont, with its Demeſ⸗ 
nes: The Towns, Provoſtſhips and Lands of 
Stenai, Famets, and all their Territories; the 
Fort of Sirꝶ, with thirty Villages; the Forts 
and Poſts of Cofignan; Sarbourg and Phaif- 
bourgh. That part of the Provoſtſhip of Mar- 
vill, that belong'd to Lorain. The Sove- 
reignty of the Abbey of Gorge; the Sove- 
reignty of the Fort of Maletom; all that could 
belong to the Duke of Ln in Marchevit- 
le, Harville, Mabenville, and Mezeray ; the 
Sovereignty of S:/hef, Fragen, and 8 


On the Saar. 


From the Houſe of Auſtria be the Top of 
Aix La- Chapelle. 

 Downy, Fart Scarpe, Tournay, Liſt, oth 

mentiers, Bergues, St. Wenox and Furnes, with 


all the Extent of their Bayliwicks, Caſtle- 
G wards, 


1 
wards, Teritories, Governments, Provoſt- 
ſhips, Appurtenances and Dependances. 


From the Houſe of Auſtria, by the Treaty of 
Mimeguen with Spain. 


All the County of Burgundy, comprehend- 
ing the Towns of Dole, Beſanzon, Grey, 84. 
lines, and Veſoul, with the Forts of St. Ann, 
and Joux, and more than one hundred and 
twenty Market Towns and Villages. 

The Towns and Forts of Valeciennes, Bou- 
chain, Conde, Cambray, St. Omer, Ipres, War- 
wick, Warneton, Peringue, Balleul, Caſſel, Ba- 
vay, Charlemont, and Maubeuge, their Bayli- 
wicks, Caſtlewards, Governments, Provoſt- 


ſhips, Territories, N e and | 
Countries annex d. 


From the Houſe of Auſtria, by the Tiny of 
Refwick with Spain. 


Seventeen Villages or Fiefs of the 8 

ces of Hainault, and four hundred and fifty 
others, of the ee of arcs and 
Que 1 


From the Ecipire, by the Treaty of Refwick, 
with the Emperor and Empire. 


The Town of Straſburg, and all that de- 
pend thereon,' on the Left of the Rhine, and 


Fort Lewis, with the Iſle of _—E in which 
it is tuated, 


- rein 


* x 
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From Lorain by the ſame Treaty. i 
The Citadel of Sar Lewis, with a Territo- 


ry of half a League in Circuit. 


The City and Perfecture of Longwi, and 
Paſſage for the Troops of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, thro' the Eſtates of his Royal High» > 


neſs. 


From Lorain, ſince, and contrary to the 


Treaty of Reſwick. 


oy The Forts of Bitch and Homberg, | Sargue- 
mines, Saralbe and Baulai, the Town of St, 


Hipolito, the promis d Equivalent for the Pre 
fecture of Longwi, and the Sovereignty of 


Arches. 


All this comprehends, eight ſovereign Pro- 


\ vinces, two Archbiſhopricks, nine Biſhop- 


ricks, thirty of the ſtrongeſt Places in the 


World; ſeventy Cities, ſome of which are 
reckon'd amongſt the fineſt in Europe, and 


more than three thouſand Market Towns or 


Villages: Is there any Thing more wanting 
to make a Crown complete, whoſe Friend- 
ſhip all the other Eſtates find themſelves in- 
tereſted to manage with Prudence. 

Such is the King, of whoſe being too 
much weaken'd you are ſo apprehenſive ; 
ſuch is the Houſe, to which you will give 

Spain and the Indies, to make a Balance of 
Power between it and the Houſe of Auſtria. 


Dn: I know 
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I know what you are ready to anſwer me, 
the Letters which you honour'd' me with, at- 
ter the Death of the Duke of Burgundy, have 
prepoſſeſsd me ſufficiently ; I know you'll 
fay, that the Death of the Emperor Jeſepb, 
has very much chang'd the Face 06 Affairs in 
Europe, and principally in Relation to the 
Point of Balance. That all thoſe vaſt Pomi- 
nions of the Houſe of 4u/ria, finding them- 
ſelves re- united with the Imperial Crown, in 
the Perſon of one Prince, will form in him 
a much greater Power than when they were 
divided into two Monarchies. And that this 
Change happening in the Things themſelves, 
the {ame ought neceſſarily to follow in the 
Meaſures. You'll add, that there's no Fear, 
that the Intereſt of France and Spatn will be 
united ; that the moſt Chriſtian King is now 
in the 74th Year of his Age, and probably 
can't live long. That in all Appearance the 
Crown will deſcend to a Minor ; and the then 
governing Regents (not having the ſame Au- 
thority, nor Forces, nor the ſame Revenues 
which the preſent King has) will have no fur- 
ther Views than to preſerve the Kingdom en- 
tire, and won't think it. adviſeable to trouble 
the Repoſe of Europe. That the Duke of 
Anjeu, on his Side, will purſue a Plan of Po- 
liticks different from what has been already 
follow'd; and will find himſelf neceſſitated to 
keep in with the Maritime Powers. That 
ad * court their F — ; and to obtain it, 


Will 
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will reſtore them the Freedom of Trade, 
highly ſatisfy' d to enjoy peaceably the Crown 
which he has obtain d. Would to God that 


this Appearance was real. But tho' the ear- 
| neſt Deſire of a Thing goes a great Way to 


the believing of it, yet I proteſt to you, I 
have. no Notion of this. - I comprehend clear- 


ly that the Monarchy of Spain, join'd to that 


of Germany, will form a new Monarchy, e- 


qual in Power to the two former; but I do 
not conceive that by this Union, the new Mo- 


narchy will become more powerful than the 
two were before. There are even a good 
many Reaſons to fear the contrary. For the 


Cauſe why the Kings of Spain were not pow- 


erful, in Proportion to their Dominions, is, 


that the greateſt Part of them were diſtant 
from the Places of their Reſidence, and ob- 
lig d to be govern'd by Viceroys: An Incon- 
venience which will be doubled in the Perſon 


of a ſingle Monarch. I am willing to believe, 
that after the Example of Charles V. he might 


divide his Reſidence, according to the Neceſ- 


ſity, between Germany and Spain: But what- 


ever his Prudence might dictate. to him, to 
act in that Regard, his Dominions won't be 
more join'd, nor the People more rich; nei- 


ther will Commerce be more flouriſhing, nor 
the Fleets increaſe in Number: The Reve- 
nues wont be larger, nor the Exchequer leſs 


engag d. How then will it be more power- 


ful! All that is ſaid on the Subject of the 


Imperial 


Lach: 


Imperial Dignity concludes nothing. It's no- 
torious, that it brings no Revenue to the Poſ- 
ſeſſor; and that it is not true, that the Empe- 
Tor. moves, agitates, and determines at his 
_ Pleaſure the Eſtates of the Empire, even with- 
out conſulting them. The Hiſtory of the two 
laſt Electors of Cologne, and that of the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, Son-in-Law to the Emperor 
Leopold, and Brother-in-Law to the Emperor 
Joſepb, clearly prove the contrary. But this 
is not the Matter. The Queſtion is, to know 
whether this Authority, ſuch as it is, join'd 
as it has been for theſe 200 Years: paſt, in the 
| hereditary. Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, in 
the two Branches of that Family, will make ſo 
great and exceſſive a Difference in the Balance 
of Europe, .that to make the Balance juſt, they 
muſt be obliged to take away a Part from 
thence, and put it on the Side of France. On 
which, without further arguing, I refer my- 
ſelf to Truths known to all Europe. Is it not 
a Jeſt, to call that the leſſer Power, which 
oppreſſes the other? Takes Towns and Pro- 
vinces, and actually detains them ; and has 
carry'd on a War theſe ten Years paſt, too 
powerfully, not only againſt the other Power 
raention'd, but againſt the Half of Europe, 
Ry for the common Defence of their Li- 
rt 
If after this you nol have farther Proofs, 
III give you the Opinion of thoſe Potentates 
that made the A in 1689. They were 
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ſo far from thinking, that the Union of the two 
Monarchies of the Houſe of Auſtria, in the 
Emperor of Germany, would make him toa 
powerful, that they entered into an Alliance 
to preſerve the whole to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
in the Perſon of the Emperor, after the Death 
of the King of Spain. Howſoever, England 
afterwards came to be of another Opinion. 
Now as to what you have faid in reſpect to 
the Prince ſucceeding upon the Death of the 
_ preſent King of France, I am fatisfy'd to be- 
E that during a Minority, the Maxims of 
that Crown will be leſs active, and will be leſs 
ſenſible to the reſt of Europe. TI believe 
that the Good-will and Pleaſure of the Re- 
_ gents, let them be who they will, will not be 
10 forcible as that of Lewis the Great, to open 
the Purſes of the Kingdom. In chort, III 
believe that the Minority may procure us ſome 
Peace; but then that Peace will laſt but ten 
or twelve Vears at moſt : After which a new 
King will appear upon the Throne, equally 
ambitious and undertaking as his Predeceſſors. 
3 long Peace will have refill'd his Exche- 
quer. Trade will have brought Plenty into 
his Dominions, and his People will have for- 
gotten their paſt Miſeries. Old Maxims will 
be then new vamp'd up. The Seas will be 
cover'd with Fleets, and the Fields with Ar- 
mies. And according to all Appearance, 


they then will cruſh us, Aber; all 8 
or one after another. 


Not- 
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Notwithſtanding this diſm al Proſpect, Which 
the Gentleman 195 here exhibited, let the 


teſt of Europe i 8. God's Name look on, then 


let our Enemy, if he will not do us Juſtice, 
2 come out when he pleaſes - — Mark the Event 
L Since the Muzzle is off, 776 probable the 
Fux may tremble außen the Hon mm.” 
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